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To create the ultimate outdoor
living space it's best
to start at the bottom
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DESPITE ITS LACK OF WALLS, YOUR BACK YARD IS
an extension of your home. And just as the floors in your
kitchen or family room, what is underfoot is an important
component. Extending your lving space 1o the outdoors
often means stepping out your back door onto a deck or
pabo that 5 not only miting and pleasing, but low main-
tenance as well, < Today, homeowners are in luck. With
50 many new products on the market and multitudes of
vendors out there vying for their share of the declong
home-improvement industry. creating the deck of your

dreams 5 easier than ever,
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Maintenance is everything

Whether a deck is 350 square feet ar 1,500, there is one Em:ng‘.:
foree in all markets, and that's mamtenance. The sy ||.|e=:'|.-J|:'.:
of voday’s homeowner mandate a maintenance-free deck. Luckily,
thie mariet is here to oblipe with a bevy of versatile materials and
applications that can withstand multiple conditions. Here are

jast a few of the most popular chodces:
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Weod and composite decking

Wood has besn the decking material of chodee for years. But
amyane who has had 3 wood deck keews thar warping. shrink-
ing amnd swelling can oceur and, unless it ks well-malntained,
it méght not be around forever. Pressure-treated pine and fir
remain popular decking choboes due to thelr low cost, avall
ability amd rot resistance. Other species such as red cedar,
redwoad and trepical hardwoods are more durable and have
tis chetnlcal treatmenis

More than a decade ago, experts in the decking industry
started developlng composite decking materials that have
the lock and fed of wood, Composite decking products are
made primarily from a combination of wood or other cellulose
fibers encased n synthetic material. These products require
less merintenamoe than wood and are more resistant to insects,
warping and splintering,

The wood fber adds ir:'p-n.lgl:'ﬂ andd greatly reduces the
expansion and contraction that ocours as decking heats and
cools due (o cEmate changes. The symthetic material or plas
tic protects the wood from moisture, which can cause decay
Composite decking products are often available in a variety of
colors and requine very lttle annual maintenance

Concrete and pavers
Brick, stone and concrete pavers ane available in a range of
styles, patverns and colors, The best part, they are extremety
durable. Very lirtle maintenance ie required, but site prepara
thon |5 usually needed to make sure the pavers are properdy
placed and the grading and drainage are acceptable

Cone are the days of that large, dull gray square sitting m
your back yard, Today, concrete Is available in a wide wariety
of colors and decorative patterns. This product docs require
some sealing o avedd crcks, and pressure washing for dean:
bivg, Bist overall, chis t2 an excellent option for o low mainte

nance outdoor soluthon
contimued >

CWERLEAE CorrectDeck composie
decking s wailable in five colori—
Cedar, Mehogany, Meriot, Coastal
Grey and Cottage Green

ARCYE Comprised of plastic to
EON deciing bosvr § beauriful
wood grain appearance.
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F This obigans multi-heoel
compasite dedk rom Timber Tech
lgarures Codar TwanFindh Plarks and
‘Whitesand Ornamerital Radings.

T Thase ascont pesses
[roim Trew are reversible, with a
Wil Fran partesn on one Side and
a smoaih, reflined look on che ocher.

DOLE: This mamped concrate

PII:-\: mzde of Increte gives the ook
of weathered dlata
[ . -
Dl AUGEHT Tha wood deck from
L.'rlrl-n":-d Fuﬂ::l Prodhicts is prossus
treaged with 2 presersacae [0 profect
agarit indects and deday.

I Buslr by Colorads Creacions, chis
eovernd deck afférs paroramic wiowi
ol the utnurru:mg |.'I.I1|E'I|{.'I.p-ll
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Wooden tiles

Decking tiles are perfect for those of you who have ane of
those bland concrete patics, but since it is still in good conds-
tion you hate to tear it out. These tiles give the effece of a
wooden deck, but are installed sver the top of an exiating fla
surface, such as concrete. The tiles are gensrally square and
are locked vogether with plastic fasterers instead of nalls or
glue. You can inseall them yourself, and a blg plas i= you can

move thern later i neaded

Visual interests
Adding wiaual interest to & deck 12 a4 2lmple as creating angled
stairs of runntng decking horizontally. Any lotle urick bo make
decking stand out |s a great plus, Por example, widening the
steps and focusing on the yand's best views can meean the dif-
fevence between a deck you want to spend time on versus one
that sits idle

Creating an enclave with a pergola, gazebo or nursery area
can bring a customized feel o 4 deck.  Incorpormting other
atructures suich a3 a swing, built-in benches or a fireplace also
create inviting focal podnta

Addictanally, liahting plavs a huge part in the deck’s fun:-
vionality. Whether it's weatherproof highting, built-in wall
Bghting or elaborate inset Hghting in the floor and posts, light

imeg ceeates the mood

condinusd >
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ABOVE Surrcunded by windows,
this all-sexton room frem Colorada
Creatians can be enjoyed pear-round.

P o il I s S e

I Timber Tech's BuikderBoard
rafirgs acld 2 uniqus towch 1o any deck.

FOSITE Interlocking wood pavers,
such a1 thata Ipa tiles frem SedftDeck,
can be instafled over an exdsting
COMCIEt Patic
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find don't underestimate the power of angles, A small
deck doesn't have o be a box, Octagons, dipped corpers and
diagonal flocring are all important when it comes to creating
a stgnature deck

Be creative with railings and balusters. In addition 1o per-
forming an Important safety hunction, they can also serve as
a beausiful design element. Decorative railings are one of the
saafeat ways to add visual impact.  Railings can now incorpo-
rafe plass, stamless steel cable and the loak of wrought irom
without the maintenance

Multi-lewe] decks are another feature that can add excite
meent to your outdoor retreat, For example, one decle cam
function as a seating area with a grill ar fire pic, while the other

hioweses & hot tub, or leads to the family i ol

In the end...

Homeowners foday are turning thielr outdoo ::L'I:',.; paces
inte sanchuaries in order to escape from the rest of the world
A well-pdanned deck or patio can add a lot of enjoyment for
years to come. Whether it is material chobees or amenity dec

sliona, keep in mind the end e, you F]

Ecfinr™s mote: Al photds suppded by ther reshacig: monLiociune

paopd whene nobed
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BOTTOM LEFT Lighting is an important element nof b0 overiock
-.r.-l:-:n u'-e-.p-g;rvln;;a dueck

rir. o Cplerph L,

Lo This CorrectDeck compaosite deck leatured aniamicrobial
prl:ll:un::im_ allerwing it b resist stains, fding, mold and mildes,.

TTOM ASEHT Frpon's Willam E. Pocls Collecton Balustrade
5-,.1..m pekds ;Jm-ulur;:nm: rouch to ary deck or patio
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RESOURL
For additianal infarmation o Lii
on decking materials visio
Calorade Creations
CorrectDech
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